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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE.

THIKGS OENERALLY.

A yoat of peace and @eneral prosperit
to tln’s nation has pll;ll |inr5 mp:m’:

assembling of Congress. Wo bave,
through » kind Providence, been blessed
with sbundant orops and have beco
wpared from complications and war with
foreign nations, In our midst compara
tive harmony bas been restored. [Itis to
be regretted, howavor, that a free excr-
cise of the elective franchiso Las by vio-
fenco and intimidation been denied to
oitizsons in exceptional cases in several of
the States lately in rebeilion, and that the
verdiot of the people bas thereby been
reversed,
RECONSTRUCTION IN PARTICULAR,

Tho States of Virginia, Mississippi and
Pexas bave been reatored to representa.
tion in our national councils. Georgia,
the only Stato now without representu-
tion, may confidently be expected to take
her place there also, at the beginning of
the new year, and then let us hopo, will
he completed the work of reconstruction.
With an acquiescence on the part of the
whole people in tho national obligation
to pay the public debt created as the
price of our union, the pensions to our
disabled soldiers and sailors, nnd their
wi lows and orphans, and in the changes
in the coustitution, which have been
made necessary by the great rebollion,
there is no reason why we should pot
udvince in material prosperity and hap
pincss as no other pation ever did, after
20 protructed and devastating o war,

AMERICAN PROTECTION.
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Boon after the existing war broke oul
in Kurope, the Pro!uc!iun of the United
Sintes minister in Paris was invoked in
favor of the North Germans domiciled in
Prench  territory.  Instructions were
issuel to grant such proteetion. This
has been followed by an extension of
American protection to citizens of Sax.
ony, Hesso, and Saxe, Coburg, Goths,
Columbin, Portugsl, Uraguny, the Do.
minican ropublie, Equador, Chili, Para.
guay and  Venezuels, o Paris. The
nlinrge was an oneroua one, requiring con-
wtant and severe Inbor, ss well as the
¢gerei<e of paticnee, prudence and good
judgmont. Lt has been performed to the
ontire satisfaction of this government,
and, as [ am officinlly informed, equally
o to the satisfuction of the government
of Nourth tiermany,

.
RECOGNITION OF TUE FRENCHO REPUBLIC.

As soon as [ lenrned that a republic
hud been proclaimed at Paris, and that
the people of France had ncquiesced in
the chunge, the minister of the United
Siates was directed by telograph to
revognize it and tender my congratula-
tiony nnd those of the people of the
United Srutes. The reestablishment in
France of a system of government dizeon
weoted  with the dynastie teaditions of
Kurope uppeared to bo o proper subject
for the lelicitation of Americons. Shoald
the prosent strugele result in attuching
the hearts of the French to our simpler
forms of representative governwment, it
will be a subject of still further satinfue-
tion to our people. While we make no
effort to imypose our institutions upon the
inhabitante of other vountrios, anl while
we adhere to our truiitional neutrality in
eivil interests elsewhere, we cannnt be
indifferent to the epread of American
political ideas in & grest and highly vivil
ieed sountry like Franee,

No ENTANGLING ALLIANCES.

We were asked by the ne v gave nment
‘to use our good offices juintly with those
of Kuropesn powers in the interests of
poiwce. ‘The auswer was made that the
eatab.ished polioy and the true interests
of the United States forbalde them to

interfera in Kuropean questions jointly |

with Buropean powers. | ascertained
informally and unofficially, that the gov-
ernment of North Germainy was not then
disposed to listen to such representations
from any powers, and, though earncstly
sishing to see the blessings of pcace re.
stored to the belligerents, with all of
whom the Uaited Stutes sre on terws of
friendship, [ declined on the part of thia
government to take such a step which
could only result 1n injury to our inter-
et without advancing the object for
which our intervention was invoked,
Should the time come whon the action of
the Unitod States can hssten the return
of peace by a single hour, such action will
be heartily taken,

NEUTRLITY,

1 deem it pradent, by roason of the
‘number of persons of Uerman and French
mationality living in the United States, to
dssue, soon after the official notics of a
wtate of war had bern received from both
ibelligerents, a proclamation defiving the
duties of the United States as a veutral,
and the obligations of persons residing
within their territory to obsorvo their
Jaws and the laws of oations. The proe-
lamstion was followed by others as ecir-
<oumstances seomed to ecall for. The
people, thus soquainted in advance of
their duties and obligations, have ansinted
iin preventing violations of the meutrality
of the United States,

THE CUBAN sITUATION.

Itis not understood that the condition
‘of the irsurrection in Cuba has wateri.
ally olsnged since the close of the last
sension of Congress. Atan early stage of
'the' oontest the authoritien of Spain inau-
rated a system of arbitrary arreste; of
-olose confinement ; of military trial snd
execution of ::nonl svspected of com-
‘plicity with the insurgenis; s summary
embargo of their proparty and requin.
tions upon their revenues by excoutive
warrant, Buch proceedings, ss far as
they affected the or property of
vitiseas ‘of the United Btates, were io
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violation of the provisions of the treaty
of 1705 betweon the United Btates and
Bpain. Mep tations of ivjuries re-
sulting to severa romlu oleiming to be
citizens of the United Btates, by reason
of such violation, were made to the
Spanish government from April 1860 to
June last. The Bpanish minister at
Washiogton bad beon clothed with »
limited power to aid in redressing such
wrongs, That power was found to be
withdrawn in view, as it was said of the
favorable situation in which the island
of Caba then was, which however, did
not lead to the revocation of the suspen-
sion of the extraordinary and arbitrary
functions exercised by the executive
power in Uuba, and wo were obliged to
make our complaint at Madrid.

lo the negotiations thus opened, and
sill pending, the United States only
olaimed that for the futuie the rights
secured fo their citizens by tho treaty
should be reapected in Cuba and that,
as to the past, a joiot tribunal should be
established in the United States, with tull
jurisdiotion over all such claims, Beforo
snch an impartial tribunal each olsimant
would be required to prove his case. On
the other hand Spain would be at liberty
to traverse overy material fact, and thus
complete equity would be doue.

A BERIOUS CAME,

A case which at one time threatened
seriously to affect the relations betwecn
the United States and Spain has already
been disposed of in this way. The claim
of the *Col. Lloyd Aspinwall,” for the
illegal weizure and dotention of that ves
sal, wau reforred to arbitration by mutual
consent and has resulted in a0 award to
the United States {or the owaers of the
same of $10,702.50 in gold. Another,
and long pending, elaim of like nature,
that of the whaleship Canada, has been
disposed of by narbiteation during the
present year. 1t was referred by the
joint convention of Brazil and the United
States to the decision of Sir Edward
Thornton, her Britanic mnjesty's minister
at Washington, who kiudly untertook
the task of examining the voluminous
mass of correspondence and testimony
submitted by the two governments, and
awarded to tho United States the sum of
one hundred thousand and seven hun
dred dollars and nine conts in gold, which
has since been paid by the impe iul gov-
ernment.

These recent examples show that the
mode which the United States bas pro
posed to Spain for adjusting the pendiog
¢'aims is just and feasible, and that it
may be agreed to by either nation with
out dishonor, It is hoped that this wod
orate cemand may be scceded to by Spain
without farther deluy, Shonld the pend-
ing nogotiations unfortunately and unex
pectedly be without result, it will then
' becowe my duty to communicate the
| fact to Congress and ldvite its action on
| tho subject,
| SPAIN AND THESOUTH AMERICAN REPUB

L1US.

The long deferred peace conference,
between Spain and the allied South
Xwerican Kepublics has been inaugurated
lin Washington under the uuspices of the

United States, pursuant to the resom

mendstion contained in the resulution of
the House of Representatives of the 171h
oi December, 1866, the exceutive depart
|went of the government offered ity
Hi'riuudly offices for the promotion of
peace and harmouny between Spain and
ltlie allied Republicuns, [Ilcsitations and
|ubstacles occurred to the acceptance of
[the offer, Ultimately, howover, a con-
feronce was arranged, and was opeued i
| this city on the 20th of Uetober last, at
| which I authorized the secretary of State
|to preside. It wasattended by the min

isters of Spain, Peru, Chili and Equadur,
In consuquence of the absence of a repre-
sentative from Bolivia, the conference
wis adjoursed until the attendance ol a
plenipotentisry [rom that republio could
bo secared, or other measues cuuld be
slopted toward compassing its objrcts,
Ibe ullied and other republics of Spanish
origin ou this continent muy see io this
fact a new proof of our sincere interaat
in their welfsre; of our desire to see
them blessed with good goveroments,
capuble of maiotaining order and pre-
serving their respective territorial integ-
rity, and of our siccere wish to extend
our owa commercial und social relations
with them. The tims is probubly not fur
distant when, in the natursl course of
events, the European political conneetion
with this continent will cease. Our pol-
icy should be shaped in view of this
probability, so us to ally the commercial
interests of the Npanish American States
more closely to our own, and thus give
the United Ststes all the pre eminence
aund all the advantage which Mr, Monroe,
Mr. Adams and Mr. Clay contemplated
when they proposed to join in the samo
Congress at Panama.

BAN DOMINGO,

Dauring the last session of Congress &
treaty for the annexation of the ropublic
of San Domingo to the United States
failed to receive the requisi:e two third
vote of the Senate, I thoroughly econ
vinoed them that the best interests of the
country, commercislly snd materially,
demanded ite ratifiostion, Time has only
confirmed me in this view. 1 now firmly
beliove that the moment it is known that
the United Htates bas entirely abandoned
the project of mocepting s & part of ite
torritery the island of Ban Domingo, a
free port will bo negotisted for by Euro-

n nstions.

Ia the bey of Samana » large commor:
cial city will apring up, to which we will
be tributary without receiviog corres
pouding benefits,

The goverament of San Domingo has
volupterily sought this wouezation. Tt
is » weak power, namberiog, probably,

less than one hundred and twenty thou- |
sand souls, and yet possessing one of the |
richest localities under the sun, capable
of supporting » population of one million
of people in luxury. The people of San
Dowmingo are not capable of maintaining '
themselves in their prosent condition and
must look outside for support. The
yeara for the protection of our froe insti
tutions and laws, our progress and civili.
gation. Shall we rofuse them ?
174 GEOGRAPHICAL ADVANTAUE.

The aoquisition of Ban Domingo is
desirable, use of its geographical
position. It commands tho entrance to
the Caribbean sea and the 1sthmus transit
of commerco, It possesses the richest
soil, the best, and most capacious har
bors, the most salubrious climate and the
most valuable products of the mine and
soil of sny of the West India islands,
Its possession by the United Biates will
in & few years baild up s coastwise com-
merce of immense magnitude, which will
go far towards restoring to the United
States our lost merchant marive, It will
give to us those articles which wa con-
sume greatly and do not produce, thus
equaliliziog our exports and imports,

OTHER ADVANTAGES.

In case of foreign war it will give us
command of ull the seaboards referred to
and thus prevent an enemy from again
possessing himeelf of a rendezvous upon
our coast. It proteets our comsl trude
between the States borderiog on the
Atlaotic and those bordering on the gulf
of Mexico by way of the Bahamas and the
Antilles, Twice we must, as it were,
pass through foreign counntriea to get
from Georgis to the east coasf of Florida.

San Domingo, with a staple govern-
ment, under which her immouse resources
can be developed, will give remunerative
wages to ten thousand lstorers not now
upon the island. This labor will take
lSrnutaga of every avaiable means of
teansportation to ngnndon the fdjacent
islands and seck the blessings of ita free-
dom and its sequence—ench inhabitant
to receive the rewurd of his own labor.
Porto Rico and Cuba will have to abolish
slavery ss o measure of self preservation
to retain their laborers.

COMMENCIAL ADVANTAGES

San Domingo will become s large con-
sumer of the products of Northern farms
and manufsotories. The cheap rate at
which provisions can be furnished, with
fuod, tools, and improved machinery, will
muke it necessary that contiguous islands
should have the same advantages, in order
to compete with it in the production ol
sugar, coffes, tobacoo, tropical fruits, ete
This will open to un & wider market for
our products, The production of our
supp'y of these articles will cut off more
thian one hundred millicns of our unnual
imports, besides largely increasing our
¢Xports.

With such a picture it is easy to see
Low our lurge debt abroad ie ultimately
to be extinguisbed. With = bulance ot
,rude against us, including tho interest on
bonds hold by foreigners, and the money
shipments of our citisens traveling in for-
eiga lands, equal to the entire yield of
precious metals in this couatry, it is not
a0 easy to see how this result is to be
otherwise accomplished.

BUMMARY,

The acquisition of S8an Domingo is an
adhesion to tho Monroe doctrine; it is a
measure of national protection; it is
ussorting our just claim to a controlling
influénco over the great commerciul
traffio soon to Aow from West to East by
way of the isthmus of Darien; it is to
build up our merchaut wmarine; it is to
open new markets for the products of our
farms, shops and mavafuctories ; 1t is to
male rlavery insupportable ia Cuba and
Porto Ricu at onge, aud ultimately so in
Brazil ; it is to settle the ushapyy condi
tion of Cuba and end an exterminutiog
conflict; itis to provide honest means of
paying our honest debts without overtax-
ing the people ; it is to furnish our citi-
gzens with the pecessaries of every day
life st cheaper rates than ever before ;
and it is, in fine, s rapid stride toward
tbat grestoess which the iutelligence,
industry and enterprise of the citizens of
the United States entitle this country to
assume among nations. Fl

In view of the importance of this
quastion, I earnestly urge upon Congress
early aotion expressive of its viewsas to
the g'll means of acquiring San Domingo
My suggestion is that, by s joint resolu-
tion of the two houses of Conuress the
executive be authorized to appoint & com-
wissioner to negotiste tor s treaty with
the suthorities of Ban Domingo for the
scquisition of that island, and that an ap-
propriation be made to defray the expouses
of such commission. Thbe question may
then be determined by the action of the
two houses of Congress upon a resolution
of annexstion, asin the case of the annex-
ation of Texas. Bo convinced am I of
all the advantages to flow from the acqui-
sition of Ban Domingo, and of the great
disadvantages—I might say calamities—
to flow from nov-scquisition, that I
bélieve the subject has only to be iuves
tigated to be approved.

MREXICO AND THE FREE ZONK,

It is to be regretted that our urro
sentatives in regard to the injurious
effects, especially upon the revonue of the
United States, of the policy of tho Mexi-
can government in exempting from im-
port duties » large tract of its territory
on our borders have not only been fruit-
less, but that it is oven proroud in that
country o extend the limits, within
whioh the privilego adverted to has bith-
erto been enjoyed. The expedioncy of
looking into and giving your serivus con-
sidesation to the proper means for coun
tervailing tho polioy referred to will, it is

. -
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EXTRADITION TREATIES,

It 18 the obvious interest, eapecially of
aelghborinﬁ nations, to provide sguinst
injury to those who wmay have commitied
high ecrimes within their borders, und
who may bave sought refuge nbroad.
t'or this purpnse extradition treatise have

¥ | beon conoluded with soveral of the Uen-

tral American Republios and others are
in progress.
CLAIMB AGAINST VENRZUBLA,

The sonses of Cooygross is desired an
utl“y #s may be ccnvenient upon the pro
ceedings ef the commission on elaims
against Venezuels, a8 communicated in
the messages of Murch 4, 1869, March 1,
1870 aod March 81, 1870. It has not
been deomed advinable to distribute any
of the mooey which has boen received
from that government ualil Coungrass
shall have acted upon the subject.

THE TIEN TsIN MASSACRE,

The massacre of the French and Rus-
sinn residents at Tien Tsin, under ciicum-
stances of great barburity, were suppased
by some to have been preweditated and
to indicate 8 purpose among the populace
to exterminate foreigners in the Chinere
empire, The evidence fails to establish
such & supposition, but shows a complio-
ity of the local authorities with the mob.
Tlie government at Pokio, however, scems
to bave been dieposed to fulfil its treaty
obligations, so far as 1t was able to do so.
Uufortunately, the news of the war he-
tween the German States and rancy
reached Clina svon aficr the massncre
It would appear that the popular mind
became possessed with the idea that the
contest, extending to Chinese waters,
would mneutralize the Christinn influence
and power, and that the ime wus comiog
when the superstitions mass might expel
all foreigners and restore ) andaiin in
fluence. Anticipating trouble from this
cause, I invited Frauce and North Ger
many to make an authorized suspension
of hostilities in the Enst, where they wero
temporarily suspended by act of the com
manders, to aoct together for the future
protection in Chinu of the lives and pros
perity of Americans and Europenns.

THE SLAVE TRADE.

Bince the adjournment of Congress, the
ratification of the treaty with Greut Brit-
ain fur the abolition of the mixed courts
for the suppress on of the slave trade, has
Leen recogniged. It in believed that the
slave trade is now confined to the ea-tern
const of Africa, whero the slaves are
taken to Avabian markets,

NATURALIZATION,
The ratifications of tho naturalization
conventions between Great Britain and
the United States bave also besn ex
changed during the recess, and thus
long standiog disputa botween tha gov.
ernments hos been settled in accordunce
with the principles always contended for
by the United States.
THE NORTHWEST BOUNDARY.

To April last, while engaged in locating
a military reservation uear Pembing, &
corps of engineers discovered thut the
commonly received boundary line between
the United States aud British posscssions
at that place is about ffty-seven hundred
feet south of the true position of the
zenith parallel, and the line, when run on
what is now supposed to be the true posi-
tion of the parallel, would leave the fort
of the Hudson Bay Company at Pembina
within the territory of the United States.
This information being communicated to
the British government, 1 wus requested
to consent, and I did consent, that the
British occapation of the fort of the Hud-
son Bay comcrlny sould continue for the
present, 1 deem it importunt, bowever,
that this part of the boundary line should
be definitely fixed by a joint commisson
of the governments, wnd submit the esti
mates of the expense of such a mission on
the purt of the United States, and recom-
mend an appropriation for that pupose.

The lsod boundary i already fiaed aud
marked frow the summit of Rocky moun
taing to the Georgisn bay. It should
now be in like manner marked from the
Lake of the Woods to the summit of the
Rocky mountains,

THE ALABAMA CLAIMS,

I regret to say that no conclusion has
been reached for the adjustment of the
olaims against Ureat Britain growing ou!
of the course ndopted by that government
during the rebellion. The cabinet of
l.oundon, so far as its views have been
expressed, does not appesr to be willing
to concede that her wajesty’s government
was gulity of negligeuce, or did or per-
mitted any act during the war by which
the United States has just eaase of com-
plaint. Kver firm sod unalterable, my
couvictions are directly the reverse, and
[ therefore recommend to Congress to
authorize the appointment of & cqmms
sion to take rour of the amount and the
ownership of their olaims, on notice to
the represeniative of her lll{:ll’ at
Washiogton, snd that suthority be given
for the commenoement of these claims by
the United Btates, so that the government
shall bave the ownership of the private
claime ae well as the responsible econtrol
of all the claims agsinat tireat Britsin.

It canoot be necessary to add that
whenever her mojesty’s governm=nt shall
entertain a desire for a full snd friendly
sdjustment of there claims, the United
States will enter upon their consideration
with an osruest desire for & conolusion
consistent with the bonor and digoity of
both pations.

THE PISHERY QUESTION.

The course pursued by the Canadian
suthorities towarda the fsheraen of the
United Btatos during the past season bas
not been marked by a friendly fecliog.
By the first srticle uf the convention ol

prezumed, engage your earnest atteotion,

1818, between Ureat Britain

have forever,
subjects, the right of tuking fish iu cer-

convention, and within three miles of
ports of the British coast. It has Leen
ihe custom for muny yeurs to pive intrud

ing Bshermen of the United
ponnble warning of the vio
techuival rights of Great Brituin. The
imperial government is understood to
have delegated the whole of th
fishery grounds to the eolonial
kndwn as the Dominion of Canady, wnd
this semi independent, but irres anrible
ngent, has excrcised its delegated powers
in an un'riendly way. Vexsels huve been
scized withuut notice or warning, in vio-
lation of the ecustom previously prevail

ing, and have been taken iato the colonial

|

tain waters thercin deflned—in the waters |
not included in the limits named in the | iv opening the Rhioe avd other rivera w0

*tutes a res | o oavigable river powses,
Intion of the right t enjoy the wavigaticn of thut

|

eso rhore | power.
authority | the ecequal right of the sovercign pus

T T——————————————T e R

l

TEAMS OF ADVERIISING,

One Square (10 (Tnes ) on fom, une insertion.. §1

Ench addiobonnl Inaeiiinn v s o seeen Te
Adwinintrators’ NoteoFii s o sen 4 1
Pindl Settlomien Nulevs. o conin s § 1@

Suray Notices (010l BURY ) oo srreismnnnecn § 00
Kach alditional steny in shme notketa.. . 1 09

£ A Liveral Deduciion will be made tw
yourly advertisors,

habitauts of the United States should | MeClay unquestionubly demoasirated ihe
in ecommon with British |natursl right of the eitizens uf the Uni-

wd Stutes 1o the nui!u-iiun vl thin rver.
luimiug the aet of Cougress of Vievua

all uations showed tha judgement of Fu.
ropean juriste in the stulewent b st the
whabitents of & country through which
bave & vutursl

civer to and inte the ses, even®though
passing through the territory of avoilicr
This right does not exeluds

sossing the territory through which tle
river debouches i 1o the sea to wakv
such regulutions relutive to the pelicy
of the navigation as may be ressvnably
necesvary, hut those repularivue should
be liamed in u liberal spirit of comity, and
should not impose needless burd o8 uj on

parts, aud tl eir voyuges broken up, and | the commerce which Liss the right of tiau-
the vessel condemned. There ia rearon | sit
to belicve that shis unfriendly snd vexa- | 1t has been fonud in practice more ad.
tious treatment was designed to bear|vantageous o arranpe thero regulationa
harshly opon the hardy Gsbermen of the by wutusl spreement. The United
United States, with a view of political | States nre ready to wuke uny ressopable
effect upon this governmncnt larruugulutlll as to the passuge of the Si.
The starutes of the Dominion of Canada ! Luwrenes which may be rugpested by
assume 8 still broader snd more untens Girent Britain.  IF the cluim made by
ble jurisdiction over the vessels of the | Mr. Clay wus just when the population
United States. They suthorize officera | of the States burdering on the shores of
or pers:ns to bring vessels hovering | the lnkes wus ouly 8.400,000, it now
within three marine miles of any of the [derives greater lurew aud equity from the
consts, bays creeks or harbora of Canada, | increased population, wealth, production
into port ; to searah the eargo; 1o exam lund tonnage of the Stutes un the Cava-
ine the master on oath twehing the esrgo | diso lroutier,
and voysge, snd to inflict upun him al Since Mr. Clay advanced bis argument
heavy pecuniary penalty if true answers in behall of our right, the principle fur
ure not given; and if such a vessel iniw}aich he coutented has been frequently
found preparing to fish within the murine jand by various nations rucogmized by luw
miles of any such consts, boys, ereeks or or by treaty, and hus been extended o
harbors without & licenso, or nfter the several other great rivers. By thetreaty
expiration «f the period named in the | concluded at Mayence in 1831, the Rbiue
last license granted to it, they provide | was dec'ared free from the paint where
that the vessel with her tackle, ote,|it is mavigable into the sen. By the con-
ete , shall be furfeited, vention betwoen Spuio aud Portugal, con-
It is not known that any condemnations |cluded in 1835, the navigation of the
have been made under this statute [ Doura, throughout its whole extent, was
Should the authortics of Canada sttempt |made free for the subjects of Woth
to enforce it, it will become my duty to!crowns, In 1853 the Argentive confed-
take such steps as may be necessary to |eration, by treuty, threw cpen the frce
ijlrm the rights of the citizens of the | navigatin of the Parona and Uruguay to
pited States, It hus been claimed by |the merchunt vessels of il patious. In
ber mnjesty’s officcrs thas the fi<hing [ 150 the Crimesn war closed by a treaty
vessels of the United States bave no right | which provided for the freo navigation of
to entor the open ports of the Britigh |the Dunube. In 1858 Buliriu, by treaty,
possessions in North America, except for |deelared it regarded the rivers Amizon -
the purposes of shielter und repairiogdum |and Da Platte, iu agcordance with fixed
ages, of purchasing wood sud obtaiuving | principlea of nitional luw, ne highways
water, and thut they have o right to|or chanuely opened by vature fur the
cnter at the British custom houses or to [commerce of ull pativns. In 1859 the
trade, except the purchise of wood und |the Purayany was made free by treaty,
water, and that they muss depurt withiv {and in Decewber 1866, the cmperor of
twenty-four hours after notice to leave ]Bruail. by imperinl decree, declured the
It is not known that any seizare of u|Amuzon to ve open to the frontier of
ishiog vessel, carrvivg the flug of the | Bruzil w0 the merchunt ships of ull pa-
United States, hus been made under this | tions,
claim. Bo lar av the eluim i< fennded an The grestest living Brivich awthuiity
the alleged construction of the conven |on this subject, while asserting the ad-
tion of 1818, it cannut be ncquivsced in |stract right of the British cluim, suys :
by the United States. It is hoped that| “1tsecms dificult 1o deny thut Greut
it will not be insistcd on by her wijesty’s | Brituin may ground her refusul upon strict
government.  During the conferences | luw, but it ts equally dificut to deny, lirst
which preceded the negotistion of the [that in so doing she exercises harshly an
convention of 1818, the British commis |extreme sud harah Inw ; second, that her
pioners proposed Loexpressly exclude the | conduet with respect to the nuvigation of
fishermen of the United Sta es from the [ihe St Lawrenon is in glaring aod dia-
privilege of carrying on trade with any |ereditublo inconsistency with her conduct
of his Britunio mujesty's subjects resid |with sorpect to the nuwigmion of the
ing within the limita sssigned for their| Minsissippr.”
use, also that it should not be lawful for| On the ground thut she posressed &
the vessels of the Uuited Stutes, engaged | pmall domain in which the  Missiseippi
in such fishery, to have on board any |took ita rise, ehe insisted on the right v
goods, wares or merchandise whatever, | navigate the entire volume of it waters.
except such as may be nccessury for the | Qo the ground that whe pussessed both
prosecutiou of their voyages to and from |banks of the St. Lawrence where it dis-
said fishing grouuds, and uny vessel of |embodies itself into the sea, she denies
the United States which shall contrnvene | to the United Stutes the right of vaviga-
this regulation way be seized condemned | tion, though ubout one bulf ol the waters
u?uuﬁwnud with her cargo. ol lukes Outario, Erie, Huron, Superior
his position, which is identical with |aud the whole of luke Michigan, through
the coustruction now put upon the lan |which the river fows, are the property of
gusge of the convention was emphutie- |the linited States. The whole nation is
interasted in sceuring through trunspor-
tation from the agricultoral States of the
West to the Atlantic senboard To the
citizens of these Brutes it vecures »
greater return for their lubor; to the in.
habitantsof the seaboard it offera cheaper
food, and to the nation un incroase in the
annusl surplus of wealth.
It is hopoed that tho government of
Great Britain will see the “justice of
abandoning the narrow and inconwisient
cluim to which her Csoadisn provioces
have urged ber adhercnce.
OUR DEFRESSED COMMEROE
is & sulject to which I called your spocinl
attention st the last sestjon, and suggerted
tbut we would in the future huve to look
more 10 1o the co ntries Sourh of us, to
Chius and Jupan far its revital. Our
representatives Lo all these povernments
huve exerted thir influence 1o encourage
trade between tho United States and thy
couniries to which they mre sccredited,
but the fuct exisiy that the earrying in
done almost entirely in foreign bottoms,
aud while this state of sffuirs exists wu
caonot control our due share of the com
meree of the world. " hut betwecn the
Pucific Btate amd (hiva and Jopun is
wbout all the varryiog trade wow oom-
ducted iv American vessels,
I woald recommend a liberal policy
towards that line of Awcrican steamers
—one that will lnsuie its success and
even increase Ita usofulness. The cost
of butlding iron vessels—rhe only ones
that can competo with foreizn ships in
the carrying trade—is so much greuter in
the Upited Stutes tham in foreign woen-
trion that without some smsistuuce ¥rem
the government they cansot be sucoews:
fullly built here  There will be several
propositions luid before Cougress in the
cour:¢ of the nt sesvion looking 1o
s remedy for this evil, even if it shou d be
at some cost to the mstiomal treasury, |1
hope sueh encouragement will be yiven

ally rejected by the American commis-
joner and thereupon was abandoned by
the British plenipotentiaries, nnd article
one, as it stands in the convention, was
substiituted, 1F however, it be said that
this clulm is founded on prorineial or
colonial stutues, and not upon the con-
vention, this government can but regard
them as unfriendly and in contravention
of the spirit it not the letter the of
treaty, for the fuithful execution ol
which the imperial government is ulone
responsible.

Aoticipating thst an attempt mny pos
sbly be made-by the Cunadisn nuthorities
in the coming scason to repeat their un
peighborly aot toward our fishermen, I
rocommend you fo confer upon the Exeo
tive the power to suspend by proclama-
tion the operation of the laws autkorizing
the transit of goods, warcs and merchun
dise in bond across the lerritory of the
United States to Canada. And further,
should such an extreme measure become
necessary, to suspend the operution of noy
laws whereby the vessels of the Dominion
of Capada sre permitted 1o enter the
waters of the United States

A like unfriendly disposition has been
manifested on the part of Capada in the
meintensnce of & cluim of right to ex-
clude the citizens of the United States
from the navigation of the St. Lawrence
This river eonstitutes a natural outlet to
the ocean for eight States, with an sggre
gate pupulation of }7.600,000 inhabitants
snd wil‘ sn apgregate tounsge of 661,
867 tons upon the waters which disoharge
intoit. The foreign commeree of Their

orts on these waters is open to British

ttoms. If the American seamen be
excluded from this natural avenue 1o the
ocean the monapoly of the dircot eom
mereo of the luke ports to the Atlantie
would be in foreign hands, tl.cir vessels
on trans Atlantio voysges having sn ac-
cers to our lake ports which would be

and the| 1o vefute its justice. Daring the admin- | howe.
Unitod States, it was agreed that the io- ' istration »rj Mz, Joha g

denied to American vessels on similar

us will secure American shippiag on the
voyages. To state sueh a population 18

seas and American ship building i

Quincy Adams, [Connluded wn second prge.|




